
'HAPTER XII 
THE " IXSURRECTIOX " OF 1913-14 

1905-1913-THE " DI K " BILL OF 1903-C.A:JIP' OF I~-
'l'IOX- RIFLE :JU. TCHE '-l'O..lL :JIISER. ' 'TRIKE AXD 

"IN' RRE TIOX ' OF 1913-1±-CHANGEi:J 1914-16- DI 'BA:\D­
:JIEXT OF THE 2nd IXF..l:\TR1 SCXE 1916, AND TR.A_\ 'FER 01'' 
COilIP ~\.NIES C, G, I , K. AXD L TO 1 t I::\F A:\'rRY. C. X. G. 

The period that intervened between the r eturn in July 190-!, of tlw Colo­
rado Xational Guard from it trenuous tour of . trike dut,· and the outbreak 
of the coal miner ' trike and in urrection of 191:3-1-!, was ~ comparatiwly un­
enntful one for the ht and :?ncl Regiment of Infantr~-. H owe,·er. change. in 
units and organization. during the period were numerou .· ancl in order to pre-
ent a~. clear a picture as po. · ·ible of these chanire. [shall tabulate the mustering. 

in and mu~tering -out a. folloms: 

Ji ustered in: 

Co mpany 

c 
F 
E 
H 
G 
M 
H 
E 
A 
K 
B 
:\1 
c 
F 
G 
I 

Band 
L 

Band 
i 2d Pl. C 

1F 
I 
D 

R egiment 

1st Infantry 
1st Infantry 
1st Infantry 
1st Infantry 
1st Infantry 
1st Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
1st In fan try 
2nd Infantry 
1st Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
1st Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
1st Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
2nd Infantry 
2nd Infantry 

Station 

Ault 

I
Fort Collins 
:\<[ontrose 
Brush 
Denver 
Golden 
La Junta 
Windsor 
Colo. Springs 
Denve r 
Trinidad 
Longmont 
Lamar 
Grand Junction 
Delta 

!

Fort Lupton 
Victor 
Fowler 
Denver 
Holly 

I 

Holly 
Ordway 
Durango 

Date of 
muster-in 

------
pril 24. 1906 

June 22, 1906 
June 29. 1906 
S ept. 15, 190 
Feb. 10. 1909 
June 19, 1909 
Sept. . 1909 
Oct. 26, 1909 
Feb. 10, 1910 
:\<larch 17, 1910 
:March 22. 1910 
April 9, 1910 
Aug. 13, 1910 
:vrarch 2. 1911 
:\la rch 4. 1911 
May 20 , 1911 
July 27, 1911 
Dec. 26. 1911 
Dec. 26 , 1911 
Dec. 19, 1911 

I
.Jan. H , 191 3 
!:\lay 6. 1913 
Aug. . 1913 

'/11 usl aed out : 

Compan.' 

E 
L 

E 

Reg-iment 

1. t Infantrv 
:?ncl 1nfantr;. 
1 t Infantr~ 
2nd Infanh~ 

._ tation 

Longmont 
Yictor 
Brighton 
Rocky Ford 

I Commanding Officer 

Capt. Ray :\!. Gale 

/

Capt. E. P. Riddell 
Capt. J . B. Blac k 
Capt. F. F. R e inert 
Capt. C. F. :\lille r 
Capt. C. J. Bleil 
Capt. E. G. Edwards 
Capt. J. H . Share 
Capt. P. M. L ennox 
Capt. R. W. Dorn 
Capt. C. C. Bull 
Capt. R. E. Morris 
Capt. E. D. Household er 
Capt. E. A. Sh erman 
Capt. L. Conklin 
Capt. R. V\ . Hayne 

Capt. P. P . K e wlou 

Capt. G. L. Walter 

I 
Capt. E. W. Downey 
Capt. E. F. Carson 

Date of muster out 

.\ pril 29, 190,) 
)fay 12, 1905 
)fay- 2:!. 190;) 
)[ay 26. 1905 

1 This platoo n was r ecruiled on Dec. 19. 1911. a nd attached to Co. C . 2nd Infantr~· at 
Lamar. Its members were discharged o n January 13. 1913. and were must.i red in the following 
day as Co. F. 2nd Infantn· . 

(1 4 ) 
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practically impo sible to maintain a military organization without haYing 
proper quarter for them. I am Yery de irous of haYing an armory building at 
Dem·er, and the pre ent location changed to a more central one. 

·'The return for the in pection are as follo\\· : 

Organizatio n Off rs. 

Ildqr . ....................... 3 
Band ......... . 
Company A .............. ·J 

Company B 2 
Company C ............ 2 
Company D .. 3 
Company E ........... 2 
Company G 0 
Company H ...... 1 
Company I . 1 
Company L ... 3 
Company l\1 ........... 3 

'rotal .......................... 22 

FIRST REGL'.rEXT lXFAXTRY 

PRESEXT 
Enltd. Tot. 

1 4 
24 24 
12 H 
H 16 
12 H 
32 35 
12 14 
0 0 

25 26 
2 29 
1 21 
37 40 

215 237 

Off rs. 

1 

2 

3 

ABSEXT 
Enltd. Tot. 

1 1 
4 4 

43 44 
22 22 
n n 
15 15 
33 33 
5 60 
45 45 
20 20 
27 27 
10 10 

319 322 

Aggregate 

5 Dem· er 
·J Den Yer 
5 Dem· er 
3 Den Yer 
55 Brighton 
50 Greeley 
4 7 Longmont 
60 LoYeland 
71 Boulder 
49 Ft. l\Ior{)"an 
4 Den Yer 
50 Wray 

559 

Note: Co. "F2", Denver, was mu tered out December 21, 1904. 

Organization Off rs. 

Ildqr . ................. 1 
Band ····-·······-·········· 
Company A 1 
Company B ..... ·-··· 2 
Company D . 2 
Company E . 1 
Company H ... 2 
Company I ... 1 
Company L .... 3 

Total ......... 13 

'ECON"D REGIME "l' b."'FANTRT 

PRE EXT 
Enltd. Tot. 

1 2 
16 16 
15 16 

6 
29 31 
27 2 
16 1 
16 17 
21 2± 

147 160 

Offrs. 

2 

1 

5 

ABSENT 
Enltd. Tot. 

1 2 
22 22 
53 53 
4 4 
35 35 
31 33 
43 43 
32 33 
40 40 

305 :no 

Aggregate 

Pueblo 
3 Florence 
69 Florence 
56 Pueblo 
66 Colo. 'pring 
61 RockY Ford 
61 Cripple Creek 
50 Colo . Spring 
64 ,~ictor 

470 

'.'lote: The following companies of the 2nd Infantry were muster~d o ut o n the date Rtated : 
Company C. Lamar. ::\ovember 26. 1904 
Company F , Canon City. l\Tarch 29. 1904 
Company G. Pueblo. Xovember 12. 1904 
Company K. Victor. (Prior to Xovember 15. 1904. this organization was designat d as 

Company K. 1st Infantry. and "·as transferred to the 2nd Infantry on the above 
mentioned date. ::\ot in pected). 
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.1l nste1-ed out-C'o11tin11ed. 

Company Regiment Station Date of muster out 

G 1. t Infantry LoY land July 17, 1905 
B 2nd InfantI:y Pueblo July 20, 190.) 

"H 1. t Infantry Boulder Jan. 2:3. 1906 
H 2nd Infantry Cripple Creek :Jiarch 26, 1906 
A 2nd Infantry Florenc:e March 27. 1906 
D 2nd Infantn· f'oloraclo , prin"'. Dec. 29. 1906 
I 2nd Infantr:· Colorado Spring. Dec. 29. 1906 
1I 1. t Infantr,\ "'ray 1[arch 1.). 1907 

~o 1st Tnfantr:· Den Yer Julv 17. 1911 
Bancl 2nd T nfantry Yi ct or }fa~·ch 25, 1912 
F 2nd Infantry Grand .Junction Oct. 29, 1912 
I 2nd Infantry Fort Lupton :Jfarch rn. 191:3 

In compliance \l"'ith the proYi ion of pec ial Order ::\o. 2 , Adjutant c+en­
<>ral '.· Office, DenYer, elated ~ovember 19. 1909. Companie.· E (1Iontrose) , K 
(Yi ct or ) .4 and :JI (Golden ) Fir t Infantr:-. "·ere tran ferred to the • 'econd 
Infantry. each company retaining it old lette1· le. i.gnation in the latter r<>giment. 
Dnring June, 1910. Company :Jf, 2nd Infantry. "a r eorganized with station in 
Dern·er. and th e offi<:ers and cnli ted men of the organization residing in Golden 

:? This corn pa ny w as. o n th e da te o f n1ust er nut as a n infa ntry con1pa ny, a ga in n1 u te red 
in as Troop D. 1s t Squa dron o f Ca,·a lry. . X . G. 

• The me mhe r s o f thi s compa ny had reques te d to b e m uste r ed o ut in orde r to tra n . f~ r 
to the a rtille ry arm. They w r e la t e r mus t e r ed in as Light B a tte ry B. Colo r a d o X a ti o n a l Gua rd . 

'The r e p ort o f Adjutant G e n r a l She rma n B e ll for the bi e nnial p eri od e nding D ec. 31. 
1904 . ( pa g e 55 ) s ta t e s that Compa ny K . 1 t Infa ntry , was tra n fe rred t o the 2nd Infa ntry o n 
X o , ·embe r 15. 1904. H ow e Ye r . la t e r r os t e rs a nd o rd e r s fr o m the Adjuta nt G e n e r a l' s Office indi­
cat e c learly that this unit was in the 1st Infantry, C. X. G .. until orde r e d tra nsfe rre d by th<> 
spec ia l o rd e r quo t~d a ho ,-e--i. e .. S . 0 . X o . 2 . A . G . 0 .. d a t e d :\o \' . 19. 1909. 

COi\1PA Y E. 1'ff I FANTRY. COLO. K. G .. MONTROSE. COLO .. 190 . 
Capt. A. F. Reeves. Commanding. 
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were tran ·ferred to a newly organized company of engineer .;; On .Augu. t 15, 
1913. in compliance with General Order X o. 19 . .Adjutant General Office. 
Denver ompany :M >Ya transferrec1 back to the First Infantry, C. X. G., and 
re-designated Company G. 

Change in the commi ioned rank of both infantn- regiment "\\ere many 
and frequent during thi period and the baneful effect of petty politic 
threatened, at time , to eriously affect the morale of the entire Colorado Xa­
tional Guard. olonel Ed"\\ard \ erdeckberg and Lieutenant olonel Leo ·w. 
Kennedy, Fir t Infantry. were honorably di charged on .April 23, 190 in com­
pliance "-ith Governor Buchtel 's order. and 1lajor Zeph 'l'. Hill of the 1 t 
Squadron of 'aYalry, C. N. G., "a appointed Colonel the ame date of the Fir t 
Infantry. Yice Yerdeckberg. di charged. Colonel Lewi Barnum, Second In­
fantry. C. N. G., re. igned on June 10. 190 , and Lieutenant Colonel W . .A. Davis 
took command of the regiment. Shortly after a urning office, Governor haf­
roth on 1Iay 1 . 1909, appointed Edward 'i erdeckberg a Lieutenant olonel 
and Leo W. Kennedy a 11ajor. Fir t Infantry. Colonel Zeph T. Hill re igned 
his commi ion on December 12, 1910, and on October 3, 1911 Lieutenant 
Colonel Edward \Terdeckberg and \V . .A. DaYi "\\ere appointed Colonel of the 
First and 'econd Infantry Regiments, C. K G .. respectiYely. 

On January 21, 1903. Congress pa ed an act (the a-called "Diek" Bill ) 
providing for closer co-operation between the tate and the federal goYern­
ment when it became nece ary in a national emergency to call out the organized 
militia. Under the constitutional provi ·ion of ''providing for organizing-, arm­
ing. and di ciplining the militia" the act wa designed to promote the ef­
ficiency of the rational Guard by more liberal provi ion for arming, equipping. 
and training the ·tate forces. Conver ely greater efficiency was demanded of 
the Xational Guard, and in order to comply in ome mea ure with the require­
ment of the federal law the General A embly of Colorado, on April 1-:1: 1903. 
pa ·secl an act bringing the la-w of Colorado into harmony with that of the -:\a­
tional goYernment. The new federal law proYidcd for joint camp - of in truction, 
regular and national guard men training together to accompli h their ultimate 
mission, the defen e of the nation. It 'rn during thi period (1905-1913 ) that 
the Colorado Xational Guard "as priYileged to attend two uch camp· with reg­
ular troop . 

The fir t of the. e joint camp wa held at Camp Emmet Cra,vforcl, Dale 
Creek (Pole :Mountain), Wyoming, from Augu t 1 t to 10th, 190 , and the Colo­
rado National Guard wa. repre ented by the Fir t Infantry and detachment of 
the Signal and ~1eclical Corp . The conduct of the Colorado troop during the 
camp elicited much favorable comment from the regulars. and the following 
complimentary letter \\as received by the .Adjutant General at the conclu ion of 
camp : 

Headquarter Provi ional Divi ion 
Camp Emmet Crawford, 
Xear Dale Creek, \ Vyoming, 

'l'o the Augu t 10, 190". 
Adjutant General 
State of Colorado 
Denver, olorado. 
Sir :-On the departure of the troop. of rour State from thi Camp, it giYe 

rue plea. ure to e:xpre to you my sincere appreciation of their good conduct 
and soldierly beru:ing. Their deportment while here ,rn. a credit to the tate 
and to the organization to which they belong. 

' See Part F our. History of the 115th Engine rs. 



1.-Camp Emmet Crawford, Da le Creek (Po le Mo untain), Wyo., August, 1908. Maneuver Camp or th e l1U1 , 15th and 21st Regiments U. S. 
Infantry, a nd the 1st Infantry, C. N. G. 2.- " Hom e ward Boun d"; th e 1st Inf. C. N. G. Leaving Camp Emm e t Crawford. 

3.-Col. Ze ph T. Hi ll , Commandin g 1s t Inf. , C. N. G., April 24, 1908, to December 12, 1910. 
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I tru t that their ta.r here, brief though it wa. , ha. proved a benefit to 
them and tended to trengthen the bond. of sympathy and good-fellowship which 
should alway exist between the troops of the Xational Guard and those of the 
Regular en-ice. 

Yery re. pectfully. 
( igned ) Cha . )forton, 

Brigadier General, 'ommancling. 

The second joint camp wa . al. o held at Camp Emmet Cra\\'ford. \V.voming, 
July 19-27, 1912. a p1·0,·isional regiment of infantry organized from the 1st and 
2nd Regiment repre. enting the Colorado Xational Guard. 

In addition to the e joint camp. , the following camp of instruction. under 
. upeni ion of regular army instruetors. for the two infantry regirnents, were 
al o held : 

First and econd In fan tr~· Regt 's .-Camp :.re Donald. Rifle Range. Golden, 
Colo .. July 7-A.ug. 31. 1906. Each unit of the respectiYe regiment "-a. required 
to . erve for a period of not Jes. than e,·en day ·. nor more than ten da~-.-, but 
was permitted to choo. e the date of . en·ice. 

First Infantry-Camp Buchtel. Rifle Range, near Golden. L'olo ... July 17-21, 
1910. 

Sec:ond Infantry-Palmer Lak . Colo., July 16-20, 1910. 
Officer. and Xon-commi;;. ioned Officers of Tnfantry-Rifle Range near 

Golden . Colo.. 'eptember 19-:23. 191:3. 

The camp did much to increa. e the efficiency of both regiments, ancl the 
training received by all rank: \rn;; to >.tand them in goocl ;;tead in the hectic clays 
ahead. 

Rifle and pi ·tol marksman. hip training was beeoming increasincrJy important 
du1·ing thi: period. and the participation of team. repre. enting the Colorado 
Xational Guard in the ~ational :Jiatche.- gaYe quite an impetu.· to thi phase of 
training. '1.ate rifle and pistol mat<:hes were held at the Rifle Range near Golden 
two day. in each year, and evoked keen intere. t and competition among all organ­
izations armed with the rifle and pi . tol. 'l'he first team to r epre ent the Colo­
rado Xational Guard in the .:\ationa l :Jlatche.' ,rn.- .-ent to ea Girt. Xew Jersey. 
lluring 'eptember 1906, and team were .-ent regularly thereafter to the Xa­
tional )Iatc:he. at Camp Perr~-. Ohio, and other place . . 

On , 'eptember :D, 1909. Pre. iclent Taft \isited Denwr on his way to open 
the Gunnison 'Iunnel near )fontro!'ie. Colo. The First Infantry. together with 
other nnit. of the Colorado Xational Guard. had the honor of forming the es ort 
for the Pre iclent dnrino- his . tay in Denyer, and on bis arrival at the Gunnison 
Tunnel he \\'a e cortecl by Company E. First Infantr~- . C. X. G .. from Montrose. 

~\s stated at the beginning of thi.' chapter. the period that intervened bPhH'en 
1.he closing of the . trike of the metalliferon. miner. of the Cripple Creek an 1 
'l'elluride district in 190±, and the outbreak of th coal miner 's st1·ike of 1913, 
was a wmparatiwly mJeYentful one for the Colorndo Xational Guard. The 
freedom from . trike dut;\· p ermitted the troop to turn their attention to training 
and the up-building of the ~ational Guard generally. The camp. of instruction, 
the closer as. ocia tion and co-operation with the regular senrice, and the partici­
pation in the Xational Rifle )Iatche. all had a wonderfully beneficial effect. 
Colorado guard. men "-e re beginning to dream of that happy future when . trike 
duty would be no more and they could apply them. eh·e.- •rithout stint to the bu:i­
nes.- of preparing tbemselve.- for use as a Xa1ional force: it wa. an ideal pic­
ture for the military enthusiast-and then the . torm broke! 
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In 1910 a ·trike of coal miners was declared in Boulder County. 'l.'h.i c:on­
tin ued through 1911 and 1912. On the 12th of Reptember, 191:3, a trike wa 
called in the ·outhern coal fields of the tate large!~- as a ~-mpathetic mea .. ure, 
and to enforce recognition of the miner. · union. Thi .. "·a followed b;\' de. truc­
tion of propert~-. murder and law·Je act., with which the legally appointed 
peace official · were unable to cope. Ludlo"" and Forbes. mining towns in the 
. outhern di trict. we1·e the ·cene. of actual pitched battle. la. ting for day . and 
in which eYeral people, mine guard and striker. , were killed and seriou ly 
\YOuncled. The reign of terrnr continued m1til the 26th of October. \Yhen. to quote 
Go,·ernor Ammons: '' 'rhe time came when. de."pite all other con ideration. the 
. 'tate had to a. sert it · authorit~· through it military a rm. In the southern field 
a reign of terror preYailed. The good citizen of the tate. in no wi e concerned 
"·ith th trike it ·elf. wei·e in real clanger of their liYes. Between the two con­
tending faction no re8pect whatever wa. paid to the con tituted civil officers 
of the peace. Because of the almo .. t frantic appeal of the sheriffs of both 
."Outbem countie . of the boards of count~- commi sioner . mayor . . judge . and 
other ci,il authoritie. , as well a. from hundred." of the citizen .. I felt <:on trained 
to call out the ::\'ational Guard. 'l.'hese soldier.' of the 'tate 'wnt into thi .. eeth­
ing cauldron of blood and battle in the la t clay. of October. They found the ·e 
two armed boclie of men in large numbers thir. ting for each other '. blood aml 
ready to . pring at each other ·s throat . . * '~ * · ·. 

Complying promptl~· with the Governor'. · proclamation. ~\.cljutant General 
John Chru'e in General Order. ~o. 2-± of October 26. 191:3 , directed that all field 
and . taff officers and the follo,Ying companie.- of the Second Infantry be a -
. em bled in their re. pective armories and held ready for field . er,ice : Companie 
A, B, C. F, H . T. and L. Thi· order wa · followed on the 2 th of October b~­
General Orders ;\o. 26. Office of the Adjutant General, Dem·er. Colorado, in 
"-hich " the Commanding Officer." of Fii. t Tnfantry, 'e<:ond Infantn-. :Jfedical 
Department. Fir t Squaclrnn Ca>alry. and Companr A. ignal Corp . . will as­
semble their command, . fully equipped for field .. enice. The Commandino­
Officer. Fir t Battalion Field Artillery. will organize from hi command one 
J)l'OYi. ional battery, full~· equipped for field ·en· ice. · ' ~\cljutant General John 
('ha ·e wa. directed to take command of all troops of the Colorado ;\ational 
Guanl in the field. 

To appreciate the difficult ta ·k that confronted the Colorado ::\'ational 
Guat"cl let u con ·ider. fir ·t the territory to be <:oYered in 'outhern Colorado 
alone-an uninviting country larger thaU: the tate of Rhode Island, or the state 
of Delaware. and nearl~· a. large a. the tate of Connecticut. This wa traver:ecl 
from north to outh by a line of communications consi.-ting of two parallel rail­
roads and a chain of ( then ) mediocre highwa)·:. To the . outh ,,-a. Trinidacl­
the cli tributing point; to the north WalsenbUTg- a small cit~·; and in the center 
was Ludlow-a hotbed of anarchy and law le . ne. . From this main trnnk ram­
ify numberle · can~'on . in "-hich were ituated the mines. .All this Yast terri­
tory had to be occ·upied by the military force . a meager 1.600 officer and men, 
to protect the numerou mall mining propertie. and their inhabitant., to main­
tain the line of communication. and to checkmat the mowment of the roYino­
bands of belligerent ·triker ·. Be. ide thi ·on them coal field. the troop.- were 
latei· called to occupy Fremont county, 162 mile. distant; Boulder county 232 
mile ' di tant; and Routt county. 430 mile cli.-tant. 

::\'e:s:t con ·ider the character of the ·triker · : The .. e mercenarie.- of the mine 
union. were not the .'treet-parading. brick-thro"·ing. jeering crowds of the 
larger citie . They "·ere an organized force of armed and paid men; the agita­
tors and their . atellite. , \Yell paid and experiern·ecl in planning campaign. and in 
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inciting the ignorant to follow them; imported Greeks and other foreigners of 
military experience in the Balkan, Mexican. and other "War ; and the main body 
of ignorant foreigners to be found around all the mining camp: of tho e clays. 

'l'be troop. of the Colorado National Guard arriYecl in the southern coal 
fields on the 29th of October. 1913, and e tabli heel two main camp.-. one at 
Trinidad, Colonel \V . .cl.. Davi. . 2nd Infantry commanding, an ] the other at 
Wal enburg. Colonel E. \erdeckberg 1st Infantry, commanding. with . ub id­
iary camp throughout the di. trict, twelve in all. Thi number wa;: . oon in­
crea ed to thirty-four, exclu. i'e of detached po t . The troop were divined 
without regard to regimental organization, their disposition being "'OYerned by 
Lhe expediency of the moment. For example the initial garri on of the camp at 
Walsenburg consisted of the following: 

1st Inf an fry: 
Headquarter. and Companie C. D. F, H, and I. 

2ncl Infantry: 
Companie D, E. G and K. 

1st quad ran C'ai•alry: 
Troop D. 

That of the camp at Trinidad a follow. : 
1st Infantry: 

ompanies .cl. . G, and l\I. 
2nd Infantry: 

Headquarters and Companie: A, C'. F. If, and I. 
1st quadron avalry : 

'l'roop 
Provisional Battery, Colorado Field Artillery. 

The remaining companies and troop of toth regiment. and the cavalry 
·quadron were on detached duty throughout the di trict. 

To get a first-hand and intimate tory of ub equent ewnts l . hall now 
quote from the report of Captain Xicker on, 2nd Infantry. C' . X. G .. who wa 
adjutant of the Trinidad camp : 

"The troop "-ere recei,ed with apparent welcome. Fir t the guard. of the 
mines and the deputie turned in their arm. and ammunition. The strikc1 pro­
fes ed willingne s to urrender their arm:, but when the time arrived they as-

umed a come-and-get-it' attitude, and per i tent earches re ulted in the re­
covery of only a part of their arm , with abundant proof that large quantities 
were concealed in arroyo , wood , building , or were hipped to other point" 
About 1900 gun of all kind. were taken up during the tour of enice and eYeral 
hundred other. in the hand of law-abiding citizen. were regi. tered. The Lud­
lo" Tent Colony was earched but evidently the arm. and ammunition had been 
taken el e\Yhere prior to the earch. The arriYal of the troop at Ludlow wa 
greeted with 200 triker carrying the American flag, a bras band wa · playin.,. 
patriotic air , and every diplomatic profes ion of good faith. 

"The tour of duty wa marked by the occa ional firing on the . maller camps. 
the murder of priYate detective , guar ls of the mines and workmen . . 'everal 
treet riot were nipped in the bud and man~· plans for concerted action in force 

were anticipated and pre,'entecl. The chief duty con. i ted in foreseeing the 
plan. of the triker and immediately ma. ing troop at tho. e point. where out­
break might be expected. Thi re ulted in the continual hifting of organiza­
tions from station to tation. The main camp were con tantl~· sending out de­
tachment for temporar~· or permanent duty and withdra,ving others. 
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"Little by little the for ·es were decrea ed until, on the 16th of April_ when 
the troop 'nre ordered to their home station , there wa about one-fourth of 
the original force in the field_ Thi withdrawal was made necessary by the lack 
of fund in the State. the men not having been paid for the la. t three month ' 
en-ice and no prospects of remuneration in ight. 

"At Ludlow·, a mall force of ix officer and men were left a military 
headquarter for that part of the di trict. supported by a company of mounted 
infantn- numbering two officer. and 34 men, stationed in the BerW"ind cauyon 
one mile distant_ 

"After the troop returned home the trikers began their preparation for 
control of the district. Arms and ammunition were ~hipped in. Automobile 
W"ere kept bu y carryinl?: the agitator from point to point. Depleted forces were 
recruited. On Monday morning. the 20th of April, the bubble broke. The Com­
manding Officer, Major P . . ] . Ilamrock, 1 t Infantry. C. r. G., of the IJUdlow 
military camp, prote ted to Loni. Tikas. the Greek leader of the Ludlo"- Tent 
Colony. becau:e he had been holding there again:t hi · will a man "-ho "-anted to 
go back to ''ork at the mine . The Commanding Officer unable to obtain any 
.' ati faction, telephoned to the mounted infantry at the Berwind Canyon to come 
down to Ludlow with the machine gun and drill in the Yicinity. He felt that he 
mu. t in. i. t on . om explanation from the Greek leader and might be forcecl to 
search the colony for the pri oner. \Vhile the company was en route to Ludlow. 
Loni Tika. changed bi mind and telephoned that he would meet the ommand­
ing Officer at a c:onference at the railway . tat ion, a point mi lway between the 
military camp and the tent colony . During thi conference it wa ·ob. ervecl that 
the women and children of the colony were leaYing the tent. and disappearing 
into an arroyo to the rear. .AJ o men could be seen in mall, excited groups car­
rying rifles, ·ome boun l for the arroyo and other going parallel to the railroad 
track to a and cut directly behind the station and oppo ite the military camp. 
"Jlajor Hamrock prote ted to the Greek leader against this unusual disturbance. 
Both left the station, the Greek promi. ing to re tore order, the officer bound 
for camp to telephone to General Cha e. 

''To form an idea of the terrain, imagine the Ludlow railway tation a. the 
c:enter of the field. The railroad run north and outh. Fom· hundred yard 
north and on the ea. t of the track is the tent colony of the trikers; :200 yards 
further north is an iron bridge panning the arroyo in which the "-omen and 
children and abont 100 armf'd men of the colony "-ere hiding. 'ix hundred yard~ 
ea ti the and cut formed by an old railroad . pnr. 'l.'hree hundred yards west 
i the militar~- camp, controlling the entrance to the Benvind Canyon and the 
Delague-IIastings anyon. Four hundred yard ·outh is an overhead railroad 
bridge and 100 yard . outhea t of the bridge is the Water Tower Ilill. on which 
the mounted infantry later took up their po ition. 

''At the military camp the company officer of the mounted infantry re­
ported to the Commanding Officer. his command about half a mile behind. The 
Commanding Officer having received order from General Cha e to take po ition 
and clear the hill if necf's. ary, ordered the mounted infantry to take po ition 
''ith the machine gun on the Water Tower Hill. The company commander left 
to join hi. command and execute the order ; the Commanding Offic:er tarted 
from headquarters toward the station. 'uddenly and without provocation the 
triker opened fire, ome . hot falling about the mounted infantry taking up 
po. ition on the hill. other bullet dusting about camp, about 150 shots being fired 
in the fir t on laught. 'l.'he Commanding Officer "-ith the three men in camp 
took conr in ome teel freight cars on a witch ju. t behind camp. The camp 
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adjutant collected hrn men watering hor es north of camp and oppo ite the Tent 
Colony and took cowr near there. Then for the fir t time our force opened fire. 
'fhe advance of the triker wa. checked. A quickly a the fire from the oppos­
ing force would allow our firing line was formed. There were five officer 
pre ent. and each took command of a half dozen men who followed them into any 
. ort of danger. LeaYing about tw·elve men with the machine gun on the hill. the 
line wa extended from that point toward the camp and beyond. One detail 
took po t between the hill and the tation. Another after repeated effort "'ained 
a po. ition near the tation. A third detail relieved the precariou situation of 
the camp adjutant on the left. Almo t all the fi<>'hting wa on the flank . Freight 
car in front of the tation protected our center and the camp. The reluctance 
of our men to fire on the Tent Colony saved the center of the opposing force . 
A a matter of fact after-inve tigation revealed almost no bullet hole. in the 
woodwork in and about the colony. 

''All morning long the handful of men on the left, working back and for­
ward and under what cover could be found, kept the strikers entrenched near 
the Tent olon~' and in the arroyo from advancing in force. On the right the 
mounted Infantry on the hill kept a teady enfilade which held the triker in the 
and cut. Occa ionally partie from the and cut took ad,antage of the fold. in 

the ground to extend their line and outflank u . Invariably a detail from our 
little force \\Ould adYance and engage them. dri,-ing them back to coyer. It wa 
in one of the e advance on the right flank that Private Martin wa. killed. The 
fire was too heaYy to allo'" hi four comrade· to carry back hi body. It wa 
afterward recoYered terribly mutilated. 'hortly after Martin wa killed, Pri­
vate Percell wa hot in the houlder in an advance to preYent the strikers from 
rushing Water Tower Hill. At noon a small detachment from 'I roop A at 
Hastings, which had been ordered to duty. reinforced the right-center. During 
the afternoon the strikers lowl~- retreated from the sand cut. giving an opportun­
ity to shift to the left of our line. The triker · rallied in the trenche. and rifle 
pit about the tent colony and in the arroyo. but a the afternoon wore on they 
\Yere pushed back by advance ru be~ of our men and lowly retreated to long 
range along the arroyo. About thirty men of the troop arriving from Trinidad 
at 5 p. m. fini bed the routing of the force. about the colony. It wa while our 
force were achancing on the colony and about 200 yard di tant that a . tray 
bullet struck some combu. tible ubstance in a tent in the colony and fire started 
which lowly . pread through the colony. Thi. occurred about 6 :30 p. m., after 
eight hours of fighting . A our men clo ·eel on the colony a woman in the colony 
was heard to cream. A earch wa instituted for a person who might haYe been 
left behind. the ''orcl being ent down the line to top firin()' in that direction_ 
This earch wa led by Captain Caron. aptain Linderfelt and Lieutenant Lin­
derfelt. and was made under fire of the strikers. who. taking adYantage of the 
light afforded by the burning tent . used a. target the olcliei. engaged in the 
merciful ta k of re cuing the women and children of the triker . Between 25 
and 30 were . o re cued. The refugee were fed, taken to the train and .;;ent to 
Trinidad. A collection of .-1 "a taken up by the soldier: and giYen to the ref­
ugees. It wa only by heroic work and under heavy fire of the triker. that the e 
people were aYed. ~o lo. of life occurred in the colony except one boy who wa 
hot early in the afternoon while he wa . .-tanding among a group of :trikers_ 

AL o a group of unfortunate women and children died by suffocation. all in a 
<:ave o cunningly concealed under the floor of a large tent that it wa impos. ible 
for our re cue part.'- to find them. There "a · no knowledge of thi. until the 
bodie were found in a y tematic . earch the next morning. one of the e bodies 
howed any bullet mark 
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"~ight clo ed with our forces in control of the railroad line and the striker 
gathering their scattered force in the hill 2,000 yards di tant. 

"Again the Kational Guard wa ordered into the field and the everal 
commands reported at Ludlow from the different part of the State during tbe 
next three days. A the troop train approached the trike zone, the rioter oc­
cupied everal po ition. for the purpose of attacking the train. A kirmi h line 
in each cut scattered their force and no tand wa made again t the troops. 
The troop train wa held at Lynn pending a . ide trip made by our forces to the 
canyon above Aguilar, where about 300 refugee were taken out of the mine . 
The e people had retired into the coal mines when the buildings on the property 
were destroyed, and had succe fully defended them lve again t the rage of 
the rioters. ?\early all of them had been without food of any kind for two day . 
There were several ca. ualtie on each ide at the time the propertie were de-
troyed. The body of one of the mine guard in the vicinity of Aguilar wa 

found horribly mutilated. The strikers of Aguilar and Lynn fled to the hill 
upon the approach of the troop mo t of the fighting men joining their com­
rades in the camp. of the triker near Ludlow, about eight mile di tant. 

"For twenty year the oldiers of Colorado haYe hoped that the time 
might come ''hen anarchi t and murderer , grown bold by toleration, would 
gather en ma a foe to the overeignty of the tate. Thi condition exi. ted in 
the hill east of Ludlow on the morning of April 2-±th. At Lynn, only eight 
miles di tant from thi band of outlaws, the Commanding General, with ample 
force at his di. po al, including one platoon of artillery, wa: met by a peremptory 
order to go into camp. Vigorou. prote ts secured a modification of thi order 
permitting him to proceed to Ludlow to join the force which, for three days, had 
been gallantly battling again.t ten time their number of armed forces. Th e 
order, however, prohibited any aggre sive act and forbade going . outh of Lud­
low toward Trinidad. 

"Prior to the arrival of reinforcement at Ludlow, the firing of the trikers 
from long range. wa gradually ilenced. About a dozen harp hooter armed 
with Expre~ ~o. 1 and other high-po"IYer rifle kept a teady fire on our outpo t. 
at 1500. 1700 and 2000 yard range . Their mark man hip wa unqu tionably 
that of experienced mark men and our men were obliged to keep under cover. 

'' Inve tiO'ation immediately after the battle of the 20th proved conclusively 
the preparedne s of the striker for their attack. Empty hipping ca e for 
rifles were found about the colony. Boxes partly filled with ammunition were 
taken out of the tent , many which "-ere con igned 'Ildqr . John Lawson. Lud­
low Colo.' Entrenchment and earthworks, ome fre ' hly dug and other . . o it­
uated a to avoid . uspicion before the outbreak, gave glaring evidence of the 
warlike intention · of the colony. The armed forces went to their shelter in the 
arroyo, in the rifle pit near the colony, and behind the and pile on the rail­
road grade. ome of the rifle pit were the battle- haped. Boer varietv. The re­
tirement of °\\Omen and chilrlren to the arroyo. " ·hich ,rn. an impregn'able mean 
of e cape to the hill . occurring a. it did before any nidence of trouble, bowed 
their preconceived plan of action. 

"During the week trouble broke out throughout the district. At fil':t the 
small force at Ludlow could not garri on all these points. At a . acrifice mall 
parties "IYere posted at point. 'l>here trouble was anticipated. but . trikers po. ing 
a. non-combatant. reported every 1110\'ement and point: coYered by our force: 
were avoided in the path of de truction. 'Upon the concentration of the troop a 
di. po. ition through the troubled di trict wa again effected. ight of terrible 
destruction met our troop everywhere. Building.· burned or riddled with bnl-
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let and defenseles people a well as those attempting to guard their property 
were killed and wounded by the striker ' rifles. Comparative peace met our 
arrival, except at Walsenburg. • • • " . 

Here 300 triker had entrenched them lYe on the ere t of a high ridge 
o>erlooking the military camp, from which they opened fire upon a force of fifty 
men of the National Guard under Col. Edward Verdeckberg. Here a "'allant 
fight ensued. The National Guard men ad>anced by quad rushe. fir:t. then 
by infiltration over 1,000 yard under a galling fire. During thi encounter three 
men, including Lieutenant cott, were wounded. It wa in thi battle that 
:Major P . P. Lester, of the Medical Corp , who had gone with the men on the 
firing line, wa shot and killed by one of the triker . Hi Red Cro . bac.lge wa 
in plain view all the time. The troop had advanced to a position within fifty 
yard of the trench. and were fixing bayonet prepar atory to a final charge 
when a courier crept up to the line with an order to cease firing a. a trnce had 
been agreed on. It was impo sible to make the men in the trenche understand. 
rrhey had hown no respect for either the Red Cro s or flag of truce. olonel 
Yerdeckberg could not, with safety, withdraw hi men. o he held them under 
cover until darkne fell when he retired to the camp. Later it 'rn found that 
two bullet had been fired into the body of :c\fajor Le ter after he wa. dead, hi 
puttees and blou e, together with hi in ignia, money, wri t -watch, and equip­
ment, tolen.6 At Hecla more than 100 mile north, the . triker . under a 
flag of truce, advanced to a position within fifty yard of the mine, when they 
suddenly opened fire upon the surprised defender , captured the mine. drove 
the women and children into the mine and destroyed the opening and other 
property with dynamite. In Fremont County at a point where no troop had 
been stationed, further di. orders occurred, and Loui ·ville, Cre ted Butte. Oak 
Creek and other point widely. eparated, followed. uit. · It wa. the evident pur­
pose of the striker to cause a divi ion of the ational Guard into small and in­
effecti>e group , separated by wide di ta nee affording no opportunity of con­
centration. That all thi had been well planned in advance leave no room for 
c.loubt. Thi divi ion had to be made however, for troop were ha tily rli. -
patched to each new scene of conflict. 

Anarchy and in urrection were rife all throughout the tate and. to quote 
Governor Ammons once again. 'Truce after truce wa arranged between the 
oldier of the State and their armed adYer. a rie:. 'fhese truces were scrupulou ly 

kept by the National Guard. but the labor leader w·ho agreed to them either 
could not or did not control their own people. The time came when the rebellion 
a ·urned uch proportions that it coukl not be met with the greatly r educed 
force at my di po al a force unpaid for four month , and to pay whom for any 
further ervice there wa no vi. ible mean or pro pect of means. l <:alled the 
Legislature of the State together in extra e . ion to provide for thi expen. e. 
At the ame time I reque ted the Pre ident of the ~nited tate to take <:barge 
of the ituation with Federal troop. . That reque t wa honored. "Gpon the com­
ing of the Federal troop , the ~ational Guard wa withdrawn from \'Otmty after 
county. The name and power of the l nited State. wa freely inrnked; the 
triker and their .'·mpathi. ers sub:ided. and peace and order "·ere restored. 

"I feel that I should add here a word for thP, Colorado National Guard. 
The e men have been mal1e the object of very bitter public attack. Opprobrium, 
undeserved. ha been publicly heaped upon them. The charge that they were 
recruited from the purlieu of the great citie and were not repre entatiYe of the 
average population of the State i. an ab urclity. Any charge that the.'· were 
hireling of either ide to the industrial di pute i~ ricliculou.. The truth i. that 

' See Appendix J. 
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the Colorado i\ational Guard is compo ed. a in other states. of farmers. trade. -
men. mechanic , and artisan , with an mrn ually large proportion of profe sional 
men. It i a volunteer force. These men have served their tate with truly 
commendable devotion to acrifice of their own per onal intere t , risking their 
live· in a quarrel not their making, and in which they had no intere t. They 
haYe not been paid this year even the pittance that is allowed by law. If ever 
patrioti m found expre ion. it i in the unrecompen ed and un elfi h -ervice of 
the e oldier. of the State who have only the con ciou ne s of a duty performed 
to reward them, and upon whom has been heaped the opprobrium and abuse that 
printe intere t ha dictated.'' 7 

\Yith the arrival of the F ederal troops the in urrection wa at an end, and 
although i olated attacks wer e made on mall detachment of the r egulars, no 
concerted move was made to renew the terror and di order of the preceding 
month ·. The trike officially ended on December 191-1, by declaration of the 
miners convention held in Denver in conjunction with the Indu. trial Relations 
committee appointed by Pre. ident Wil on. 

The strike and sub equent in ·nrrection were the mo. t Yiolent and bloody that 
had Her tained the page of Colorado's eventful hi tory, and through it all 
the Colorado ational Guardsmen fully lived up to that splendid motto of the 
\Vest Point Military Academy- 'Duty, Honor, Country." As a fitting end 
to the ton· of the insurrection let u read what the Rev. A. A. Berle, D. D., of 
Cambridge. )fa ., had to say of the Colorado Guard man: "But thi much i 
certain. that the militia of Colorado are the mo t cruelly libeled body of men, 
and their officer slandered beyond all bound of rea on and justice. \Vhen the 
young .·oldier of Colorado seeks to save life under murderous fire, and then is 
pilloried the c:ountry over a being engaged in ')fa . . acre ·' great wrong has been 
done. "·hic:h houlcl shame into everlasting damnation the fonl hand. that penned 
the lies. ' 

A wa inevitable. the . evere ervice durinO' the in. urrection had the u ual 
effect. and under the reaction of a return from military to civil life many of 
the org-anization. of the Colorado ..\fational Guard beca~e ineffective thr~ugh 
lo ·e by di. charge and the inability to ecure de irable recruit . Change in 
organizations during the period January 1. Hll-1, to June 1-1 1916. were a. 
follow : 

Jiu. tered in: 

Company Regiment Station Date of Commanding Officer 
muster-in 

1 l\1 2nd Infantry Steamboat Sprgs. Jan. 16, 1914 Capt. G. H . Cruikshank 
K 2nd Infantry Berwind Ocl 13, 1914 Capt. W. A. Chase 

2 M 2nd Infantry Sopris Oct. 31, 191-l Capt. J. A. Chase 
D 2nd Infantry Rouse !Nov. 18, 1914 Capt. T. C. Linderfelt 

3 H 2nd Infantry Farr Dec. 3, 191-l Capt. C. E. Hill 
4 Band 2nd 1nfantry Cheraw April 7, 1915 ··················--· --·····-····--···· 

H 1st Infantry Seibert April 13, 1915 Capt. C. D. Hutch ens 
K 2nd Infantry Canon City Aug. 24, 1915 Capt. A. L'vingstone 
I 2nd Infantry Rocky Ford Sept. 14, 1915 Capt. J. G. Lill 

X OTE: (1) This company wa transferred to the 1st Infantry o n X ovember 23, 1914. and 
designated Company "E". (2) This compa ny was mustered in on date given without letter 
designation: o n transfe r of Compan y '"M " at Steamboat Springs to the 1st Infantry, this com ­
pany was d Psignated Company ":\l ". 2nd Infantry. 13) This company was mustered in as the 
"1 t S eparate Company of Infantry": designation changed later to Company H . 2nd In fantry 
(4) Later de ignated as "Cher aw Platoon. Company 'T', 2nd Infantry"; designa tion aga.in 
changer! on April 5. 1916. to "Band. 2nd Infantry ... 

' See Appendix I. 



198 THE 157n:r (lST COLORADO) I FANTRY 

On )larch 1-l, 1916, in accordance with in trnction contained paragraph 
1. of 'pecial Order No. 6. Adjutant General's Office, Denver, the member of 
Company F, 2nd Infantry, Holly, Colorado, were transferred to Company 
C. 2nd Infantry. and de ignated as the " Holly Platoon , Company C, 2nd 
Infantry. · · 

JI ustcrecl out: 

Company Regiment Date 

E 1st Infantry ::\Iay 11, 1914 
D 2nd Infantry Durango Oct. 22, 1914 
K 2nd Infantry Yic:tor Oc:t. 20. 1914 
H 1 t Infantry Bruh Dee. 14. 1914 
II 2nd T nfantrY La .Junta Feb. 13, 1915 
D 1 t Inf an tr·~· Greelev ~fay 27, 1915 
K 2nd Infantry Berwi;;d Aug. 12. 191:1 
::u 2nd Infantn Sopris Aug. 10, 1915 
[ 2nd Infanti·}· Ordway 'ept. 13, 1915 

D 2nd Infantrv Rou e ept. J 6. 1915 
F 1 t Infantr

0

y 1''ort Collin Xov. 3, 1915 
A 2nd Infantry Colo. 'pring KoY. 5. 191:) 
E 2nd Infantn· :l\fontro e Nov. 13. 1915 
E 1 t Infantry Steam boat Sprgs. Dec. 30. 1915 
II 2nd Infantry Farr )[arch 16, 1916 
::u 1 t Infantry Longmont )larch 24, Hll6 
c 1. t Tnfantr~· Ault )fay 31. 1916 

It will be noted from the above table that the number of unit mu tered 
out wa con ·iderably greater than tho e mu tered in and the condition of the 
two regiment ot thi period was far from atisfactory. However, to hasten a 
return to normal condition throughout the entire guard camp of in truction 
were ordered to be conducted, and the annual tate rifle and pi tol matcbe ''ere 
re-instituted during the fall of 1914. A camp of in truction for officer · of in­
fantry was held at the Rifle Range, Golden, from Jnne 22nd to 26th, 1914, and 
the following organization of the 2nd Infantry under :Major E. D. Hou eholder 
were in camp at Fowler, Colorado, from eptember 1 th to 22nd. 1915; Band, 
and Companie C, F, I, and L. ..A. team repre enting the Colorado ?\ational 
Guard participated in the ?\ational Rifle an l Pi tol )latehe. at the State Camp 
Ground , Florida from October 15th to 22nd , 1915. 

On April 12, 1915. th e State Legi lature pa ·ed an Act r eorganizing the 
Colorado National Guard in Conformity with the requirement. of the War De­
partment a to . ta ff departments and table. of orO'anization for line troop . 
The Act directed that the ?\ational Guard of Colorado was to con i t of the fol­
lowing: 

The \..djutant General ' Department, 
The In pector General 's Department, 
The Judge Achocate General ' Department, 
The Quarterma ter orp , 
The Medical Department 
The Ordnance Department 
Two regiments of infantry 
One eparate quadron of cavalry, 
Two batterie of field artillery 
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One company of engineer (later amended to two com pan ie ) . 
One field company of ignal troop , and a Retired Li t. 
Reorganization under the new act 'rn · to become effective on July 12. 1915, 

and strenuou effort were made to effect a complete re-organization in full 
compliance " ·ith the la"-. However, the component unit of the two infantry 
regiment bad become so few in number that de pite every effort to organize 
new unit it wa ultimately realized that further re-organization wa nece ary. 
At:cordingly on June 15. 1916. in compliance with General Orders -:\o. '23, Ad­
jutant General' Office, Denver. Colorado, ame elate, the econd Infantry. 
X G., wa di banded and Headquarter ·, Field. Staff and Band of the reai­
ment were mustered out of the enice of the state. ompanie C, G, I , K , and 
L of the ;·ame regiment were tran ·ferrecl to the Fir ·t Infantry, C. :X. G., and 
as ·ignecl to duty therein under the followin"' cle. ignations: 

Company C a Compan~- C 1. t Infantry. 
Company G a · Company D 1st Infantry. 
Company I as Company E 1 t Infantry. 
Compan~- K a ompany F 1st Infantry. 
Company L a. Company K 1:t Infantry. 

At the completion of the re-organization the . tatu. of the First Infantry 
wa. a. follow. : 

l'nit 

Field, Staff 
and N. C. Staff 
Band 

Company A 
Company B 
Company C 
Company D 
Company E 
Company F 
Company G 
Company H 
Company I 
Company K 
Company L 

Station 

Denver 
Denver 

I STRENGTH 

Officers E . M. 

11 
2 

Commanding Officers 

Colonel E. Verdeckberg 
Capt. R. B. Long, 

(Adjutant) 
Denver 2 17 Capt. A. L. Williams 
Denver 3 35 Capt. H. E. Insley 
Lamar 2 54 Capt. H. C. Byrnes 
Delta 2 46 Capt. J . Charlesworth 
Rocky Ford 1 45 Capt. J. G. Lill 
Canon City 3 49 Capt. A. Livingstone 
Denver 3 52 Capt. J. H. Nankivell 
Seibert 3 49 Capt. C. D. Hutchens 
Fort Morgan 2 24 Capt. I. H. Dailey 
Fowler 3 49 Capt. P. P. Newlon 

~:::r ······· ...... 1 ---3-~ ___ , ___ 5_:-~---• _c_a_p_t._c_. _H_._D_o_k_e __ _ 

Colonel Edward Verdeckberg reigned hi comm1 s1on on June 30. 1916, 
and wa ucceecled a regimental commander by 'aptain Walter T. Bate , In­
fantry, regular arm)-, inspector-in tructor with the Colorado National Guard, 
\Yho "-a. appointed olonel. Fir t Infantry C. N. G .. on Augu t 1, 1916. 


